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ПРИНЯТЫЕ СОКРАЩЕНИЯ

АВИМАИВиВС	 Архив Военно-исторического музея артиллерии, инженерных войск  
	 и войск связи

АВПР 	 Архив внешней политики Российской империи

ВИМАИВиВС	 Военно-исторический музей артиллерии, инженерных войск  
	 и войск связи

ВЦИК	 Всероссийский центральный исполнительный комитет

Главнаук	 Главное управление научными, научно-художественными и музейными  
	 учреждениями

ГМИ СПб	 Государственный музей истории Санкт-Петербурга

ГОСТ	 государственный стандарт

ГО 	 городской округ

ГП	 городское поселение

ЗАТО 	 Закрытое административно-территориальное образование

РГАДА 	 Российский государственный архив древних актов

РГАЛИ 	 Российский государственный архив литературы и искусства

РГВИА 	 Российский государственный военно-исторический архив

РГИА 	 Российский государственный исторический архив

ПСЗРИ	 Полное собрание законов Российской империи

СНК 	 Совет народных комиссаров

ТГЭ 	 Труды Государственного Эрмитажа

МО 	 муниципальное образование

МР 	 муниципальный район

МЧС 	 Министерство Российской Федерации по делам гражданской обороны,  
	 чрезвычайным ситуациям и ликвидации последствий стихийных бедствий

р. п. 	 рабочий поселок

СО 	 сельское поселение

ЦГАЛИ СПб 	 Центральный государственный архив литературы и искусства  
	 Санкт-Петербурга

ЦГАМО 	 Центральный государственный архив Московской области
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Kirill Chernyshov 
HERALDIC MINTMARKS ON TWELFTH- AND THIRTEENTH-CENTURY  

GERMAN BRACTEATES

The article systematises heraldic mintmarks on twelfth – thirteenth-century German bracteates; 
several coins, discovered by the author among the Perm and Khotin hoards as well as the State 
Hermitage core collection, are published for the first time.

Translated by Natalia Magnes

Alexander Tchernik
HERALDIC NON-ARMS IN MEDIEVAL USE  

(CERAMIC TILES OF THE THIRTEENTH – SIXTEENTH CENTURIES)

The earliest examples of  ceramic veneer tiles with heraldic images (English, French, Iberian) 
date back to the twelfth to thirteenth century. Heraldic tiles from Valencia of  the fifteenth – first 
half  of  the sixteenth century enjoyed pan-European fame. The thirteenth-century tiles show most-
ly general heraldic motifs: a lion rampant, an eagle with upraised wings, however towards the end 
of  the fifteenth century they turn to more specific coats of  arms, such as family arms. Heraldic im-
ages in the interior were considered nice-looking and appropriate both in a palace and in a church. 
Tiles with royal coats of  arms were manufactured in thousands. Thus heraldry actually filled social 
environment. Numerous objects of  material culture prove that medieval heraldry was an everyday 
phenomenon and ceramic tiles with coats of  arms are a representative and objective source for the 
study of  heraldry.

Translated by Alexander Tchernik

Evgenia Zvanskaya
GERMAN HERALDRY OF THE LATE FOURTEENTH  

TO EARLY FIFTEENTH CENTURY IN WRITINGS BY JOHANNES ROTHE

Johannes Rothe occupies a focal position in the history of  German heraldry. He lived and 
worked in Thuringia. Rothe authored a number of  treatises on religious, legal, historical and so-
cial subjects; two of  his writings discuss matters of  heraldry. ‘Das Lob der Keuschheit’ [In Praise 
of  Chastity] (about 1385), considered to be the earliest work by Rothe, contains a section on armo-
rial bearings which represents a theological view on heraldry. Chapter 4 of  his poem ‘Ritterspiegel’ 
[Mirror of  Chivalry] (1414) is the earliest known record of  heraldic rules and regulations written 
in German. 

Translated by Natalia Magnes
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Ekaterina Zavarzina
HERALDIC WRITINGS BY ENGLISH ANTIQUARIANS  

AND LOYALTY MODELS IN SEVENTEENTH-CENTURY ENGLAND

The study analyses descriptions of  the first English coats of  arms in works by seventeenth-
century English antiquarians with the aim to determine the functionalities of  the earliest heraldic 
achievements. The discursive analysis of  attestations to the antiquity of  armorial bearings provides 
insights into the construction of  loyalties in the feudal society, where achievements conveyed im-
portant meanings. The study is based on treatises by antiquarians James Lee, Tate and William 
Dugdale – a type of  narrative which has not received sufficient attention in the context researched.

Translated by Natalia Magnes

Vadim Saveliev
ON A EUROPEAN LITERARY SOURCE OF APPROPRIATION  

TO RUSSIAN TERRITORIAL HERALDRY  
(FIRST QUARTER OF THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY)

The article discusses one aspect of  work by deputy herald Francesco (Franz) Santi on the 
development of  city coats of  arms in the context of  the spread of  Western heraldic literature 
in early eighteenth-century Russia. Using evidence from several archival sources, the study presents 
some previously unpublished information about a printed heraldic treatise by Marcus Vulson de la 
Colombière which Santi relied on as an iconographical source. Several instances of  Santi’s direct 
and indirect references to Colombière’s book, which has shaped Russian heraldry until today, are 
cited.

Translated by Natalia Magnes

Polina Ukhanova
SKULL IMAGERY IN HERALDRY, ART AND FASHION

The goal of  this research is to identify semiotic connections between the Head of  Adam and 
skull designs in military uniforms, art and fashion as well as to analyse the transformation under-
gone during the postmodernist period by one of  the most recognisable symbols of  death which, 
nevertheless, has preserved its initial connection with immortality.

Translated by Natalia Magnes

Lidia Dobrovolskaya
CHAINS OF THE ORDER OF SAINT ANDREW THE FIRST-CALLED  

IN THE STATE HERMITAGE MUSEUM

The State Hermitage Museum is home to Russia’s largest collection of  order chains, several 
of  which were manufactured by suppliers of  the Chapter of  Orders (Kapitul) in the 1830s – 1910s. 
Of  particular interest is a chain dating to the first third of  the eighteenth century. Analysed collec-
tively in this publication, the artefacts help to illustrate the evolution in the design of  orders over 
the eighteenth – twentieth centuries as well as provide insights into the development of  Russian 
jewellery manufacturing.

Translated by Natalia Magnes
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Vladimir Danchenko 
ON RUSSIAN MILITARY TROPHIES IN THE 1741–1743 WAR  

(BASED ON THE ARCHIVES OF THE MILITARY HISTORICAL MUSEUM 
OF ARTILLERY, ENGINEERS AND SIGNAL CORPS)

The publication examines the applied aspects of  research on the little-studied Russian–Swedish 
war of  1741–1743. The key research focus is on a set of  Swedish banners captured as trophies, 
which reflect the heraldic features typical for the banners of  one of  the strongest armies of  that 
period.

Translated by Natalia Magnes

Valeria Nevzorova 
MILITARY UNIFORMS IN THE MUSEUM  

OF THE LIFE-GUARD ENGINEERING BATTALION

The article is based on the materials from the collection of  the Military Historical Museum 
of  Artillery, Engineers and Signal Corps and its archives, with emphasis on the attribution of  mili-
tary uniform items from the Museum of  the Life-Guard Engineering Battalion.

Translated by Natalia Magnes

Tatiana Ilyina
MEMORABILIA AND RELICS FROM THE MUSEUM  
OF THE LIFE-GUARDS KEXHOLM REGIMENT

The article tells about the museum of  the Life-Guards Kexholm Regiment, its history and the 
fate of  the exhibits. The Artillery Museum reveals and studies relics and historical memorabilia that 
had been kept in the regiment museum before 1918. The article presents some of  the relics from 
the ‘secret’ department of  the regiment museum: a posthumous mask of  Peter the Great, the 1878 
imperial reward paper for the Saint George banner and Emperor Nicholas II’s telegram rewarding 
the regiment the rights of  the old Guards. 

Translated by Natalia Magnes

Oleg Agafonov 
ON THE SYMBOLISM AND HISTORY OF THE FORGOTTEN JUBILEE 

(TERCENTENARY) SAINT GEORGE BANNER  
OF THE TEREK COSSACK ARMY 

 The article discusses previously unpublished archival documents on the history of  the jubi-
lee (tercentenary) Saint George banner of  the Terek Cossack Army; other materials under study 
include a  drawing of  the banner with accessories and a drawing of  the Jubilee Ribbon of  the 
Order of  Saint Alexander for the banner (reconstruction by the author). The symbolic features 
of  the jubilee banner, which was presented to the Terek Cossack Army on 30 August 1881 and 
remained in combat use until 1920, are analysed in depth; descriptions of  the banner and order 
ribbon and the inscription on the banner plate are provided.

Translated by Natalia Magnes
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Svetlana Kuznetsova
GUILD BANNERS OF NORTH-WESTERN GOVERNORATES  

OF THE RUSSIAN EMPIRE. EVIDENCE FROM MUSEUMS OF ARCHANGELSK, 
VOLOGDA, VELIKY NOVGOROD AND PSKOV

Investigations into guild banners from ancient cities in the Russian North-West with their cen-
tury-long craft traditions marked an important milestone in research on the craft heraldry of  the 
Russian Empire. The purpose of  this study is to introduce the academic community to some previ-
ously unpublished and little-studied museum holdings which until recently have been overlooked 
by researchers.

Translated by Natalia Magnes

Kirill Perekhodenko
ON THE COLLECTION OF CRAFT BADGES OF VYATKA ARTISANS

The study reviews a collection of  Vyatka Craft Uprava (Administration) badges from the Kirov 
Museum of  Local History. Although no documentary sources on craft uprava badges have sur-
vived, much information can be obtained from the analysis of  the badges as physical objects. 
The uniformity of  the badges suggests that they were minted simultaneously, and the date dis-
played on them indicates that they were produced in conjunction with the consecration of  a new 
cathedral. The analysis of  the designs in comparison with similar artefacts from other regions 
points to the existence of  an established national armorial tradition.

Translated by Natalia Magnes

Alexander Levin, Ilia Yemelin
DEVELOPMENT AND PRACTICAL SIGNIFICANCE  

OF GOVERNORATE HERALDRY UNDER EMPEROR PAUL I

Historiographers have frequently claimed that, unlike in the reign of  Catherine the Great, few 
territorial coats of  arms were adopted under Paul I. However, counter to this opinion, Paul I ap-
proved coats of  arms for all Russian governorates and personally selected the designs from submit-
ted proposals. Multiple new coats of  arms were also introduced. The approval of  coats of  arms 
by Paul I was linked with the newly-adopted requirement to display regional arms on uniform 
buttons, which were manufactured by the Alexandrovsky Plant.

Translated by Natalia Magnes

Alexander Koshelev 
CITY COATS OF ARMS FOR THE TOMSK GOVERNORATE IN 1804:  

DESIGN AND APPROVAL

The coats of  arms approved in 1804 for cities in the Tomsk Governorate are a fairly well-
known phenomenon of  Russian territorial heraldry and scarcely differ from other city heraldic 
bearings designed and approved on a mass basis in the last quarter of  the eighteenth to early 
nineteenth century. However, the primary sources provide a number of  little-known details on city 
heraldry in the Tomsk Governorate which require further study. 
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The current article aims to introduce the scholarly community to, and provide a preliminary 
analysis of, archival sources concerning city heraldry of  the Tomsk Governorate; the documents 
studied are held in the Russian State Historical Archive and, for most part, have never been 
published.

Translated by Natalia Magnes

Andrey Aksyonov 
ON PROPOSALS AND DESIGNS FOR THE COATS OF ARMS  
OF THE KAMCHATKA OBLAST AND ITS ADMINISTRATIVE  

CENTRE PETROPAVLOVSK-KAMCHATSKY  
IN THE EARLY NINETEENTH – EARLY TWENTIETH CENTURY

The article examines proposals and procedures for the approval of  coats of  arms for the 
Kamchatka Oblast in the first half  of  the nineteenth century. Evidence is drawn from docu-
ments of  the Council of  the Internal Affairs Ministry and the Heraldry Department (Department 
of  Statistics); interaction between both these organisations concerning the development of  heral-
dic bearings for the Kamchatka Oblast is analysed. An issue of  particular interest is the use of  the 
imperial crown in the Kamchatka Oblast armorial bearings, which marked the beginning of  a new 
tradition in Russian territorial heraldry.

The article provides an in-depth analysis of  proposals for coats of  arms of  Petropavlovsk-
Kamchatsky submitted by K. Zaranek and V.R.Vekentyev in the early twentieth century and de-
scribes the approval process for heraldic bearings used by the Coat of  Arms Unit of  the Heraldry 
Department; the final outcomes of  this process are evaluated.

Translated by Natalia Magnes

Viktor Lomantsov
ON THE CROWN WORN BY THE LION OF VLADIMIR

Heraldic sources frequently claim that the Vladimir coat of  arms (approved in 1781) features 
a  gold lion wearing an iron crown. The current article relies on archival sources to argue that 
the iron crown is a result of  a typographic error made in the ‘Complete Collection of  the Laws 
of  the Russian Empire’ in the first third of  the nineteenth century; the original document described 
the crown as yellow.

Translated by Natalia Magnes

Ekaterina Lapinsh 
PETER THE GREAT’S ORDER OF THE WHITE EAGLE  

FROM THE TALLINN MUSEUM OF ORDERS OF KNIGHTHOOD 

The article summarises preliminary findings of  a series of  studies conducted by several mu-
seums on a unique historical artefact, the Order of  the White Eagle awarded to Peter the Great. 
The order resides in the Tallinn Museum of  Orders of  Knighthood and may be the earliest surviv-
ing sample of  Poland’s highest order of  merit.

Translated by Natalia Magnes
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Elena Yarovaya
GOLD PENDANT-SIGNET WITH THE DEMIDOV COAT OF ARMS  

AND A MASONIC MOTTO FROM THE STATE HERMITAGE MUSEUM

The paper presents the first attempt at an analysis of  a gold signet with the Demidov coat 
of  arms and a Masonic motto held by the State Hermitage Museum. The signet originates from the 
Yusupovs’ collection. A hypothesis as to the identity of  the owner of  the triple carnelian intaglio 
bearing a coat of  arms, a monogram DN and an award is proposed. Additional evidence hinting 
at the owner’s name is provided by the Masonic motto on the seal matrix.

Translated by Natalia Magnes

Oleg Antonov, Alexey Petrushkevich
COAT OF ARMS FOR A GENERAL FIELD MARSHAL

The study reviews a series of  thirteen drawings made by heraldic artist Alexander Fadeyev for 
General Field Marshal Alexander Baryatinsky in 1873. Of  special interest are the unapproved de-
signs for Alexander Baryatinsky’s individual coats of  arms (based on the Baryatinsky family crest 
with the addition of  his state decorations), and for a composition of  connected coats of  arms 
of   two princely houses, the Baryatinskys and the Jambakur(ian)-Orbelianis. All the designs are 
published for the first time.

Translated by Natalia Magnes

Oksana Cherniayeva
HOUSE MANAGEMENT OFFICE SEAL

 The article presents approaches to the attribution of  a house management office seal from 
the Popov Central Museum of  Communications; functions of  house management offices are de-
scribed; the compositions of  marriages hypothetically associated with the connected coats of  arms 
engraved on the seal are discussed.

Translated by Natalia Magnes

Irina Sokolova
MOSCOW COAT OF ARMS IN MOSCOW RAILWAY STATIONS.  

A RETROSPECTIVE AND MODERNITY

The study focuses on heraldic features of  Moscow railway stations. Particular attention is paid 
to the lifecycle of  the unique heraldic decorations, from their origins to recent restoration efforts.

Translated by Natalia Magnes

Mark Pashkov
UNAPPROVED AND ASSUMED COATS OF ARMS AND MOTTOS  

OF THE RUSSIAN NOBILITY. ISSUES OF RESEARCH AND ATTRIBUTION

The article is devoted to the problems of  registration and studying the unapproved and self-
adopted coats of  arms of  the Russian nobility. The definitions of  these categories of  coats of  arms 
are given. Their geographical classification also is offered. Attached is a list of  mottos of  the self-
adopted Russian coats of  arms.

Translated by Mark Pashkov
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Igor Afonasenko 
‘ON THE HERALDRY OF TATAR NOBLE HOUSES AND BEYOND…’.  
REPORT BY S.I. AFONASENKO, PRESIDING MEMBER OF THE COAT  

OF ARMS UNIT BUREAU 

The article focuses on Tatar aristocratic heraldry in the Russian Empire. Relying on the ‘Report 
by S.I. Afonasenko, of  the Chief  Procurator’s Department in the Senate’ (issued on 31 August 
1860), the study examines the use of  status elements outside of  the escutcheon in aristocratic and 
princely coats of  arms. Conclusions are made regarding the gradual shifts in the Coat of  Arms 
Unit’s practices with respect to the assignment of  coats of  arms to Tatar princely families, ac-
companied by deliberate unification of  the overall development of  armorial bearings and the use 
of  heraldic emblems (by category).

Translated by Natalia Magnes

Alexander Shpuntov, Alexey Bogdanov 
GENEALOGICAL INTERRELATEDNESS AND HERALDIC BEARINGS 

OF SEVERAL NOBLE HOUSES IN CHERNIHIVSHCHYNA  
(THE RUBTSY, PUCHKOVSKY AND ZABLOTSKY FAMILIES)

The paper focuses on three Malorossian families (Rubtsy, Puchkovsky and Zablotsky) and 
is composed of  two sections, genealogical and heraldic. 

The brief  genealogical section describes the newly discovered connections between these fami-
lies (some of  the materials used in the study have never been published); the heraldic section dis-
cusses the family coats of  arms and related problems. Among other, the authors establish the noble 
coat of  arms assigned to the Puchkovsky family and identify several distinctions between this coat 
of  arms and the Puchkovsky seal. 

The question about the Zablotsky arms is raised in connection with misconceptions that exist 
in research literature on this subject. 

Archival materials referring to the seals and coat of  arms of  the Rubtsy family are discussed, 
with a particular focus on blazons found in various armorials.

Translated by Natalia Magnes

Dmitry Lobanov 
ASSUMED FAMILY COATS OF ARMS IN THE DONSKOY MONASTERY 

The study reviews assumed family coats of  arms found in the cemetery of  the Donskoy 
Monastery in Moscow. Descriptions of  self-assumed aristocratic arms (i.e. heraldic achievements 
which had never been approved by either the Russian Empire or monarchs or governments of  oth-
er nations) displayed on several monuments in the monastery cemetery are provided.

Translated by Natalia Magnes

Oleg Naumov
ALEXANDER PUSHKIN AND HERALDRY 

The article presents a comprehensive in-depth analysis of  Alexander Pushkin’s ideas on her-
aldry. It is established that the poet displayed a particular interest in Russian family coats of  arms 
and national symbols. Heraldic subjects became predominant in Pushkin’s works after 1830 when 
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he inherited family relics from his uncle Vasily Pushkin. The content of  Alexander Pushkin’s exten-
sive and varied heraldic knowledge was traditional for a Russian nobleman in the first half  of  the 
nineteenth century.

Translated by Natalia Magnes

Evgeny Pchelov
HERALDIC RESEARCH AND HERALDRY TEACHING  

IN THE STATE INSTITUTE FOR HISTORY AND ARCHIVES  
(RUSSIAN STATE UNIVERSITY FOR THE HUMANITIES)

The study evaluates the contribution made by the State Institute for History and Archives 
of   the Russian State University for the Humanities to the development of  Russian heraldry 
as an independent academic discipline.

Translated by Natalia Magnes

Nadezhda Soboleva
STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS IN THE MODERN USE  

OF HERALDRY 

The article provides guidelines concerning the study of  state symbols and identifies the key 
challenges to the use of  heraldic terminology. The principal methods in the research on modern 
uses of  heraldry in Russia are viewed in the light of  the historical discourse.

Translated by Natalia Magnes

Oleg Kuznetsov
ON THE CONSOLIDATED NATIONAL HERALDIC POLICY  

AND STRATEGY IN RUSSIA 

The article is the first attempt to postulate the necessity of  a consolidated national heraldic 
policy and strategy, and interprets the heraldic system as an object of  regulation. The author pro-
vides definitions for these concepts, describes the structure of  heraldic policy and strategy and 
comments on the related terminology. The current situation in the Russian heraldic system is ana-
lysed; key avenues for the development of  its elements are outlined, and the interaction between 
these elements is discussed.

Translated by Natalia Magnes

Pavel Kornakov 
UNFINISHED PROJECTS: PROPOSALS FOR HERALDIC BEARINGS  

OF THE SUPREME COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF THE RUSSIAN ARMED FORCES, 
OR THE FIELD MARSHAL’S BATON IN THE MILITARY HERALDRY  

OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION

Authored by an expert involved in the development of  supreme military insignia, the article 
describes completed and unfinished projects in Russian military heraldry.

Translated by Natalia Magnes
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Vladimir Kudeykin
ARMORIAL BEARINGS OF THE RUSSIAN ARMED FORCES:  

ISSUES OF THEORETICAL DEFINITION

The study evaluates the practical experience of  the Military Heraldic Service of  the Russian 
Federation Armed Forces with regard to implementing a consolidated national heraldic policy 
in  the Russian army and proposes to view armorial bearings as an important historical and ad-
ministrative phenomenon. Objective and subjective factors affecting the use of  military heraldry 
are analysed; political and legal aspects of  the development and improvement of  military symbols 
in the Russian Armed Forces are discussed.

Translated by Natalia Magnes

Alexander Yefimov 
ARMORIAL BEARINGS OF THE RUSSIAN MINISTRY  

OF EMERGENCY SITUATIONS 

The article aims to systematise and summarise the development of  military heraldry for the 
Russian Ministry of  Emergency Situations (EMERCOM) over three decades.

Translated by Natalia Magnes

Igor Sandalov
COMBAT BANNERS OF THE FORCES OF THE RUSSIAN INTERNAL 

AFFAIRS MINISTRY IN 2008–2018: ASPECTS OF USE  
(EVIDENCE FROM THE BANNER COLLECTION OF THE CENTRAL MUSEUM  

OF THE NATIONAL GUARD OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION)

The study discusses the use of  the 2006 combat banner by the Russian Internal Ministry forces 
in 2008–2018, from the moment the first banner was presented until the adoption of  the banner 
design with heraldic symbols of  the National Guard (Rosgvardiya). Features of  territorial arms 
incorporated in the banner iconography and some unique examples of  using individual elements 
of  the banner are analysed. Evidence is drawn from banners contained in the Central Museum 
of  the National Guard of  the Russian Federation.

Translated by Natalia Magnes

Ivan Maltsev 
LEGAL ASPECTS OF ‘DIGITAL’ HERALDRY

Official heraldry as a semiotic system communicating legal information is developing under 
a growing influence from modern digital technologies. Along with digitalisation of  coats of  arms, 
which consists in the development, storage and use of  electronic images conforming to their estab-
lished heraldic descriptions, designer heraldry is increasingly often used on official websites, posing 
challenges to a number of  fundamental legal principles governing heraldry.

The implementation of  such designer solutions does not rest on legal regulations; the need for 
their use is commonly explained by the fact that ‘classical’ versions of  coats of  arms may become 
unreadable when unzoomed or by the necessity to adapt their modernised representations to web-
site design. These dimensions of  ‘digital’ heraldry doubtlessly require more thoughtful approaches, 
and the legal status of  minimalist heraldic products calls for further study.
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The report analyses errors made in the implementation of  designer heraldic solutions as well 
as summarises other problems associated with the use of  coats of  arms in the digital environment; 
proposals for their rectification are formulated.

Translated by Natalia Magnes

Zhanna Ivanova, Anna Charina
POPULARISATION OF NATIONAL HERALDIC SYMBOLS IN RUSSIAN 

AND INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITIES 

The study focuses on popularisation of  national symbols as part of  patriotic education 
in Russian and international universities and outlines its goals and methods. The authors have 
designed and conducted a series of  interactive games and quizzes with the aim to enhance and 
systematise students’ knowledge of  national symbols as well as improve learning motivation and 
activity.

Translated by Natalia Magnes

Roksana Rebrova
EMERGENCE OF INDIVIDUAL COATS OF ARMS IN MODERN RUSSIA 

The article considers the practices associated with the production and approval of  individual 
coats of  arms in modern Russia as well as analyses their content. A brief  overview of  heraldic as-
sociations and their opinions concerning the emergence of  individual coats of  arms is provided.

Translated by Natalia Magnes

Mikhail Zubarev 
CURRENT ISSUES IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF HERALDRY  

IN THE SVERDLOVSK REGION 

The publication reviews the operations of  the Sverdlovsk Oblast Heraldic Commission.

Translated by Natalia Magnes

Mikhail Shelkovenko
EXPERIENCE AND PROBLEMS OF DESIGNING AND REGULATING OFFICIAL 

IDENTITY SYMBOLS FOR THE RYAZAN OBLAST MUNICIPALITIES  
(TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF THE RYAZAN OBLAST HERALDIC COMMISSION)

27 April 2022 marked the 25th anniversary since the inception of  the Ryazan Oblast Heraldic 
Commission (now the Heraldry Council under the auspices of  the Governor of  the Ryazan 
Oblast), which was created ‘with the purpose of  implementing a consolidated governmental heral-
dic policy, regulating and systematising official identity symbols and insignia in the Ryazan Oblast’. 
Prior to this, the Ryazan coat of  arms had been recreated in celebration of  its 900th anniversary; 
works had also commenced on the design of  the Ryazan Oblast coat of  arms and flag. For many 
years after that, the Heraldic Commission developed bearings and identity symbols for all munici-
palities within the Ryazan Oblast, including urban districts, municipal districts, towns and villages. 
The current paper focuses on the content and problems of  this work.

Translated by Natalia Magnes
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Ilia Yemelin 
CITY AND GOVERNORATE COATS OF ARMS AFTER  

THE OCTOBER REVOLUTION 

One of  the fundamental principles underlying the Heraldic Council guidelines insists that city 
and governorate coats of  arms adopted during the imperial period were not officially abolished 
after the October Revolution. They simply ceased to exist through natural processes. The study 
considers several cases when pre-revolution coats of  arms remained in official use in 1917–1918 
as well as examines the development of  new governorate arms and the nascent Soviet legislation 
abolishing the old heraldic bearings for governorates and cities.

Translated by Natalia Magnes

Arkady Kornikov
HERALDRY OF THE NIZHNY NOVGOROD OBLAST:  
HISTORY, CURRENT STATE AND FUTURE PROSPECTS 

The article follows the development of  heraldry in the Nizhny Novgorod Oblast between 
1918 and 2021. Characteristic features of  modern coats of  arms of  municipalities, city districts, 
towns and villages of  the region are identified. The historical links of  the modern coats of  arms 
of  Nizhny Novgorod Oblast municipalities with the pre-revolutionary heraldry of  the Nizhny 
Novgorod Governorate are emphasised. The origins and symbolism of  modern coats of  arms are 
analysed, and prospects for the development of  local heraldry are outlined.

Translated by Natalia Magnes

Alexander Grefenshtein
MUNICIPAL HERALDRY IN THE SVERDLOVSK OBLAST:  
OUTCOMES, TRENDS, SUCCESSES AND COMPROMISES

The municipal armorial bearings of  the Sverdlovsk Oblast form a coherent system and can 
be seen as a model for territorial heraldry regulation in Russia. The paper discusses some features 
of  this system as well as effective solutions found, and compromises made, in the course of  its 
development.

Translated by Natalia Magnes

Gerta Belova 
ON CHOICE OF THE DESIGN FOR THE KOZLOVKA COAT OF ARMS: 

JOMINI AND JOMINI, FROM THE CAPRICORN TO THE BEE 

The article analyses heraldic errors made in the development of  unrecognised symbols of  the 
city of  Kozlovka and the Kozlovka District. The author seeks to explain why proposed designs 
for the Kozlovka coat of  arms featuring the Capricorn (the Russian name for this animal, Kozerog, 
sounds similar to the place name Kozlovka) were rejected by the city residents. A toponymical study 
of  the city’s name in the local language was undertaken; the findings concerned the design of  the 
modern official symbols of  Kozlovka and the Kozlovka District.
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Anna Tripolskaya, Anton Chistyakov
LUCKY KNOT: AN ETHNIC IDENTITY SYMBOL  
IN MODERN RUSSIAN TERRITORIAL HERALDRY 

The lucky (endless) knot is a symbol typical of  visual cultures influenced by the Buddhist 
tradition. In modern esoteric theories and magic practices the lucky knot is regarded as a charm 
bringing its owner longevity, wealth and success. Representations of  the endless knot on municipal 
coats of  arms have been recorded in areas populated by the Tyvan, Buryat, Altaian and Kalmyk 
ethnicities. The choice of  the endless knot as a heraldic figure emphasises the succession of  the 
ethnic tradition and, similarly to charms, imparts happiness and luck to coats of  arms owners.
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